
 
Eco Policy 

Wychwood Primary School is committed to educating its pupils about respecting and caring 

for the environment and developing responsible citizens who are able to make conscious 

decisions. At Wychwood, we believe that we all need to take responsibility for our own actions 

and have a sense of duty and care for the world in which we live. We encourage pupils, parents, 

staff, and governors to consider how their actions impact upon the local, national, and global 

picture. To this end, we encourage and reinforce environmental education in all aspects of 

everyday life, and the wider community. 

The Eco Council at Wychwood has a key role in achieving this goal and represent the whole 

school community. The Eco Council is driven by the pupils with some support from the Eco 

Coordinator. They have been nominated by their class and meet regularly to decide and reflect 

on actions and initiatives that the whole school can undertake. Their key aims are as follows: 

• To ensure a whole school approach in caring for the environment. 

• To promote environmental awareness surrounding local, national, and global issues.  

• To help create a shared understanding of what is needed in order to run a school in a 

way that respects, and enhances, the environment. 

• To link environmental issues with the curriculum, as well as the daily running of the 

school. 

• To complete a yearly review to ensure the school is continually improving in its 

approach to key environmental issues such as litter, transport, water, and energy.  

One of the Eco Council’s recent initiatives was to introduce an ‘Eco Award’ as the committee 

wanted to promote all children in the school to make eco-friendly choices. Eco Councillors 

have the opportunity to nominate children in their class who they feel have been seen to be 

conscious about the choices they are making regarding the environment. At the end of the term, 

the children who are nominated have the opportunity to earn house points in an Eco assembly.  

Wychwood Primary School is a member of the Eco–Schools Programme and we have been 

awarded an Eco-Schools Green Flag Award. The Eco-Schools Programme is an international 

initiative that encourages pupils to engage with the environment and sustainable development 

issues. It provides a highly structured system for the environmental management of schools. 

The structure of the Eco-Schools process is made up of seven elements and this forms the basis 

of the programme. We have demonstrated that we are actively engaging in each of the 

following seven elements:  

• The Eco Committee.  

• The Environmental Review.  

• The Action Plan.  

• Curriculum.  

• Monitoring and evaluation.  

• Involve and inform the wider community.  



 
• Eco Code. 

The Eco Council have outlined a list of actions that pupils, parents, and staff can take to be 

more eco-friendly. This has been shared with pupils and staff through an assembly and with 

parents via a letter. These actions entail the steps we, as a school, will take to ensure that we 

are promoting eco-friendly choices. 

Pupils will:  

• Turn off taps when brushing their teeth at home or washing their hands at school. 

• Switch off lights when they leave a room.  

• Use both sides of the paper when drawing.  

• Continue writing on the same page if there is room instead of starting a fresh page each 

day.  

• Ensure they use the correct waste bin for any snacks at playtime and when tidying up 

in the classroom.  

 

Staff will: 

• Promote being conscious about the environment.  

• Minimise the amount they laminate. 

• Consider when to photocopy in black and white and to use both sides of the paper, 

where possible.  

• Share the Eco-Pledge created by the Eco Council at the start of the year and refer back 

to this throughout the year. 

• Nominate children for Eco-Awards throughout the year and praise eco-friendly actions 

that take place within the classroom.  

• Turn off interactive whiteboards when they are not being used in lessons. 

• Switch off lights and computer when leaving at the end of the day.  

 

Parents will: 

• Promote making conscious choices about the environment in everyday life. 

• Encourage their children to turn the taps off when washing their hands and brushing 

their teeth. 

• Try and minimise the use of single-use plastics.  

• Consider how they dispose of waste (e.g., recycling, compost etc.) 

• If children have a packed lunch, consider using beeswax wraps or lunchboxes rather 

than clingfilm or foil.  

• Be mindful when buying new clothes/toys. Can it be obtained second hand? Or can it 

be swapped for something else between friends?  



 
• Instead of throwing away broken appliances/clothes, use our repair shops which takes 

place in the school at weekends throughout the year.   

• Walk to school, where possible, even in bad weather! If families live further away, they 

will aim to park at the village hall and walk part of the way. If parents do use the drop 

off zone, they will not leave their engines running whilst waiting for their children.  

 

As a school we will: 

• Ensure that every classroom has a recycling bin. 

• From September 2022, we will be launching a ‘meat-free day’ each week to reduce the 

amount of meat we are eating.  

• Provide food, recycling, and rubbish bins on the playground and in the kitchen.  

• Make sure that every phase has access to a ‘growing area’ where the pupils can choose 

plants/vegetables to grow.  

• Complete eco reviews yearly to ensure we are continually reflecting on how the school 

is managed and if any new actions or improvements can be made.  

• Workbooks will be passed up within phases to save on paper wastage.  

• Cartridges from the printer and photocopier ink will be collected in a labelled bin. 

• Whiteboard pens will be collected and recycled.  

• We will continue to take part in the Cycling Proficiency Scheme to encourage safe 

cycling. 

• We will continue to take part in National Walk to School initiatives and promote 

walking to school. 

• We will provide healthy eating options during the school day and at before and after 

school clubs. 

• Whole school assemblies will take place to promote the care of our environment and 

planet. 

 


