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Welcome to Wychwood 
 
Starting school is a big step for children (and parents too!)  This booklet should answer 
any questions you may have.  However, if there is something you are unsure about 
please do not hesitate to ask!  We hope that this will be the beginning of a very happy 
and successful time for your child. We look forward to working with you and sharing 
in your child’s development as they progress through the school. 
 
The school day begins at 8.30. Please make sure you come round the playground and 
do not use the gate by the vegetable patch. Ash class will enter through the door on 
the left as you come through the gate from the playground. Further round the corner 
is the entrance to Hazel classroom door.  

 
It is important to remember that you collect children promptly at the end of each 
session, as it can be distressing if a child sees others being collected and fears that he 
or she may have been forgotten. If someone different is going to pick up your child 
we ask that you speak to your child’s class teacher or write a letter of permission.  
 
Clothing 
Children are expected to wear the school uniform.  You can purchase school jumpers 
and polo shirts at school throughout the year, other uniform items can be purchased 
at various shops. 
 
The outdoor area is an essential part of your child’s learning environment. We use the 
outdoor area in all weather conditions so it is important that your child has appropriate 
clothing and footwear. 
Your child will need: 

• a waterproof coat 
• a warm winter coat 
• a pair of wellies 
• a sunhat 
• shoes suitable for climbing, cycling and running outdoors. 

Please make sure that your child is appropriately dressed and has a coat and 
sweatshirt even on sunny days if there is any likelihood of rain. 
 



Your child will not need a separate PE kit until Year 1. 

 
Please provide your child with a bag containing spare clothes to change into. Please 
make sure this is a full set of spare clothes and not just underwear and socks. 
Sometimes we get messy and wet and we will change everything!  
 
  
 
 
 
Reading in Reception 
We provide numerous opportunities for children to experience reading activities during 
the school day.  In addition, we encourage children to take home a free choice reading 
book to share with parents and families.  We hope that the children will enjoy sharing 
a range of books, begin to recognise and join in with repeating patterns in stories and 
use books to find out information. We aim to foster a love of books, so it is important 
that your child makes their own book choices. Children may change their free-choice 
book as often as they want, but will be encouraged to do so at least once a week.  
 
The children will read with an adult once a week and this is where we will send home 
a ‘sounding out’ book that your child can have a go at reading to an adult at home. A 
member of staff will record what has been read and any next steps on your child’s 
Seesaw account (More information about Seesaw will be given in September). We 
encourage you to read with your child daily and this can be a combination of your 
child sounding out key words, parents reading to children, encouraging them to join 
in with repeated phrases or just talking about books.  The important aspect of sharing 
books with children is fostering a love of reading!  
 

 

 
 
 
 

It is essential that all items of clothing and footwear are clearly 
named. 

 



Your child will require a ‘book bag’ to carry their books home. You can buy a book bag 
from the office at the cost of £3.00 or provide a similar version of your own. The book 
bag should be clearly marked with your child’s first and last name in appropriate upper 
and lower case lettering so they can find their own book bag.  

 
Phonics 
We teach children phonics in small groups following the Read Write Inc scheme. This 
scheme teaches children letter sounds with a rhyme to remember how to form the 
letter. Children later move from initial sounds (e.g. a, t, d) to ‘special friends’ which 
are two letters that make one sound (e.g. oi, ay, oo). The special friends also have a 
rhyme to help children remember them. Alongside learning sounds, children also learn 
about ‘red words’ which are tricky words that cannot be sounded out (e.g. the, she, 
was). We will be providing more information so that you can support your child with 
their phonics at the parent information meeting in September.  
 

As soon as your child starts to write letters independently, we encourage them to form 
the letter shape correctly. This takes time and many children find writing letters 
difficult. It is important these skills are encouraged sensitively so as not to discourage 
children from writing altogether.   
 
Maths 
The children will learn Maths through whole class teaching and then take part in 
further activities in a small group with an adult. We also provide regular maths 
opportunities indoors and outdoors as part of our provision. You can support your 
child at home by singing number songs such as ‘five speckled frogs’ together. We will 
be providing more information at the parent meeting in September for further ideas 
for maths activities at home.  
 

Parent helpers 
We welcome and value parent helpers and ask you to sign up if you can. The types of 
activities you can volunteer for ranges from sending in resources to support an activity, 
to coming in to speak to the children about your job, pets, special hobby etc., to 
supporting in the classroom.  We cannot emphasise enough the pleasure children have 
seeing their mum, dad or grandparent helping at school. 
 

Photographs 
We record a great deal of what the children do during the day through photographs 
as it provides us with valuable evidence of their achievements. We will be asking you 
to complete a permission slip allowing us to take photos of your child involved in 
activities in the setting. We share these photos on our twitter account 
@Wychwood_EYFS and on Seesaw and we encourage you to share these photos with 
your children to prompt a talk about their school day.  
 

Attendance  
If your child is unwell and unable to attend school please let us know by phoning the 
school office and follow up by confirming in writing on their return.  If your child has 
sickness or diarrhoea they will need to be off school 48 hours from their last episode.  
 



Newsletters 
Each term we write a newsletter with information about the curriculum we are 
covering, events on the school calendar and key learning concepts we are focusing 
on in the coming weeks. We will also let you know about any resources we need 
your help to collect.  You will also receive the school’s weekly newsletter every 
Friday.  This is sent via email and is always available on the school’s website.  

 

Toys 

We do not encourage children to bring in toys from home to play with.  It is very 
difficult to keep track of such toys, and it causes your child great distress if toys get 
lost or broken.  Occasionally, however, we invite children to bring in books or toys 
related to a particular topic for a display. 
 
Lunch Time 
Reception children will have the same lunchtime arrangements as the rest of the 
school: they can choose between having a packed lunch or a cooked school dinner. 
Details concerning school dinners may be found on the school’s website. 
 
The children will go over to the main school to eat their meal, whether hot dinners or 
sandwiches, and will be supervised by the Reception staff.   

 
Snack Time 
In the first few weeks we have a regular snack time 
where the children will be invited to sit down 
together to eat a snack and have a drink. This is an 
important social time and also enables us to 
encourage children to try different fruits. As we 
progress through Term One, we move to a help 
yourself system.  
 
Every day the School Fruit Scheme provides each 
child with one piece of fruit or a vegetable, such as 
apples, oranges, carrots or tomatoes. Milk and water 
are available for the children to drink at snack times, 
and water is freely available indoors and out at all 
times.  

 

Special Days 
Every few weeks your child will have the opportunity to be the class King or Queen. 
When it is their turn, they wear a special badge and crown and do important classroom 
jobs such as ringing the bell for tidy up time and take the registers to the office with 
a staff member. 
 
 

 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
We look forward to getting to know parents and children in September. If you have 
any questions or concerns please feel free to discuss these with the staff in the 
Reception classes.  
 
Foundation Stage Staff 
Miss Kirsty Sleight (EYFS Leader and Teacher)       
Mrs Sian Wheatley (Teacher) 
Miss Harrington (Teacher) 
Miss Hetherington (Teaching Assistant) 
Mrs Sarah King (Teaching Assistant)    
Mrs Rebecca Dore (Teaching Assistant) 


