
 

 

 

 

 

Shine as Lights in the World- Philippians 2.15 

        

                 April 8th 2022 

Dear Parents and Carers, 

 

Arriving at School 

Just a reminder to parents walking from Milton, that when you are approaching the 

staff car park, please ensure that your children are with you.  We are concerned that 

some children are not being careful as they enter the car park.  Remember we have 

cars and a bus using the staff car park.   

 

Pets as Therapy 

Next term we will be introducing a therapy dog into school through the Pets as 

Therapy charity.  At the moment Basil has been visiting after school becoming 

familiar with the school environment.  In time Basil will take part in listening to 

children read.  Any children uncomfortable with dogs will not be asked to take part. 

We will inform parents when Basil is around your child so you can share any 

concerns you may have.               

                                                                                               
Eco Council 

We are taking part in the Great British Spring Clean and we need your help! The Eco 

Council led an assembly where they shared the importance of picking up litter and 

putting it in the correct bin. They outlined our holiday competition where we want 

to see who can be Wychwood’s best litter picker! Please see Seesaw for more 

information about the competition. 

Earlier in the year, the Eco Council came up with the idea of an Eco Award as they 

wanted to make sure that everyone was being eco-friendly, not just eco-councillors. 

They created award boxes for their classes and eco-councillors and staff have been 

busy nominating children. At our assembly yesterday we picked a name out of each 



 

 

class box. The winners were Izzy, Adanna, Hope, Matias, Magnus, Connie, Lexie, Elsie 

and Bryony. The children were nominated for a variety of different reasons 

including picking up litter, reminding teachers to switch off interactive whiteboards 

and using the whole page in their books before starting a new one. 

We also launched our online eco library. Please click on the link below and scroll to 

the bottom of the page and open up the library. You can enjoy hearing some of the 

teachers reading books about different environmental issues and ways we can help 

the planet. 

https://wychwood-pri.oxon.sch.uk/school-information/eco-council/ 

 

KS1 Forest School 

After the holidays, our swimming pool changing rooms will be back in use and so 

Silver Birch and Willow will not be using this area to get changed for Forest School. 

Please send your child in with a pair of wellies that can be kept in their cloakrooms 

for the term. We are aiming for this to run in a similar way to Foundation Stage 

where children keep their wellies in school in their cloakrooms and if you need 

them at home, you are welcome to collect and take home over the weekend. Please 

send in your child with a pair of named wellies on the first day back. Thank you for 

your support with this. 

 

Reading Books for Summer Term 

Next term Year 3/4 will be reading The Iron Man by Ted Hughes and Year 5/6 will 

be reading Pig Heart Boy by Malorie Blackman.  If your child would like their own 

copy, please send in £7 next term.   

 

Big Science  

This term children from Year 1-6 have been taking part in the Big Science 

Competition, which is run by Science Oxford for schools across Oxfordshire. It has 

been a great opportunity for children to work in teams, leading and presenting their 

own scientific investigations. They had a lot of fun! From the interesting variety of 

‘big’ questions, the three winners were: ‘What material makes the best parachute for 

an egg?’ (Jonty, Ben, Florence and Max - KS1), ‘Does your sight and smell affect 

your taste?’ (Sophie, Bea and Tasmin - LKS2) and ‘Does the 5 or 10 second rule 

really work?’ (Megan and Chloe - UKS2). All children had to present their posters in 

class, with the best two groups going through to present during an assembly. The 

final winners were chosen with the support of some judges from our wider 

community– parents and grandparents with a background in science. The next step 

will be a visit from Science Oxford in May to see if we make the grand final!  Thank 

you to Miss Jenkins for leading this on behalf of the school.  

 

Summer Fayre - Save the date! 

We will be holding the School Summer Fayre on Sunday 26th June, 12pm to 3pm. 

The children will be performing in their Key Stages and UKS2 will have their game 
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stalls. We will be holding our next PTA meeting on Wednesday 27th April at 8pm at 

The Wychwood Inn to organise the Fayre, we would love more helpers, 

email clairejoyhogan@gmail.com. 

 

Chance to Shine Cricket club for Girls 

Next term Chance to Shine will be running an after-school cricket club for years 4 – 

6 girls. A letter has been sent home today to all girls. Please see ParentPay to sign 

up for the club.   

 

Music Lessons 

Remember that you can sign up for violin, viola and cello lessons through the 

Oxfordshire Music Service.  We currently have a few groups running at the moment 

and those children who have just finished their class sessions (Rowan), may like to 

start lessons as we know we have some talented players.  Please follow the link 

below to sign up!  

  
https://www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/residents/music-service/music-lessons/learning-
instrument 

 

Good News! 

Today Mrs Billows shared with the children that she is expecting her second child.  

We are all very pleased for her and we will share with parents our staffing plans for 

Silver Birch later in the summer term.  Mrs Billows is planning to see out the 

academic year with her current class. 

 

Birthday Book Donations 

Happy Birthday to Dylan (Sycamore), Jess (Rowan), Thea (Rowan) and Molly 

(Maple). Thank you for donating a book to your class.  We hope you have a 

special day!  If you would like to donate a book, please collect a donation 

sticker from the school office.  

 

Have a lovely Easter break!  

 

Joseph Rubba 

Headteacher 

Wychwood CE Primary School 
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